
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For more information contact:  
September 29, 2008 Jane Griffith 206-215-9730 
 jgriffith@prmc.com 
  

 
Green Leaf Partners and Pinnacle First to Install Solar Electric System in a 

Tennessee Apartment Community 
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Green Leaf Partners of San Ramon, Calif., is the first to install a solar 
electric system in a Tennessee apartment community, according to LightWave Solar Electric, a 
Tennessee-based photovoltaic design and installation firm.   The solar electric system installation 
at the Greenleaf at Hermitage, formerly White Oaks apartments, is just part of a green renovation.  
Pinnacle, An American Management Services Company, of Seattle, is managing the 
environmentally friendly efforts.  The resulting property will be more sustainable, consuming less 
water and energy.  Pinnacle will also manage on-going energy conservation efforts, including 
resident education and recycling programs. 
 
“Greenleaf at Hermitage is the first apartment community in the state of Tennessee that has 
installed a solar electric system,” said Steve Johnson, owner of LightWave Solar Electric.  “The 
community has taken a leadership role with respect to providing solar energy.  The positive 
effects of solar energy are environmentally equivalent to planting 70 acres of trees." 
 
“It’s our goal to provide returns to the residents of affordable housing through leveraging the 
benefits of alternative energy at lower costs,” says Michael O’Neil, principal of Green Leaf 
Partners.  Green Leaf Partners acquired the 261-unit garden-style apartment community in June.  
 
The clubhouse has been remodeled and exteriors painted.   A new business center includes an 
Internet café and a lounge.  The landscape improvements include the addition of flowers, shrubs, 
and mulch.  Units undergoing renovation will become more energy efficient with low-flow 
plumbing fixtures, EnergyStarTM appliances, and re-caulked doors and windows.  The units will 
also boast refinished kitchens with stainless steel appliances, accent walls, and new cabinet fronts.   
 
Green Leaf’s “Go Green” program includes providing solar-heated hot water and solar electricity 
to a laundry rooms and the management office.  A solar pool heating system will allow residents 
to use the pool for an extended season at little to no operational cost, and a solar pool cover will 
retain additional solar heat.   
 
All construction materials used during this renovation will be recycled and/or re-used.   
 
About Green Leaf Partners 
Green Leaf Partners is a Northern California-based real estate investment firm whose mission is 
to achieve attractive investor returns by acquiring and enhancing apartment communities in 
discrete markets throughout the United States. The firm was founded in 2008 as an affiliate of 
RCMG and K. Wayne Rice and Associates, Inc (KWR).  The company will improve living 
standards for working people through the renovation of living space and the expansion of 
property amenities.  The Green Leaf Team is committed to making its properties more 
environmentally friendly.  For more information, visit www.GreenLeafApartments.com. 



 
 
 
 
About Pinnacle 
Pinnacle, An American Management Services Company, is the nation’s leader in third-party fee 
management, managing a portfolio of apartment, office and industrial assets valued at more than 
$17 billion, with over 5,000 employees in 42 states.  Pinnacle’s multifamily portfolio consists of 
over 175,000 units, including military and affordable housing communities.  The company 
provides owners and investors with a broad scope of services including acquisition, disposition, 
rehabilitation, property management, leasing, financing, homeowner association management and 
repositioning of real estate assets. The firm’s clients include more than 235 institutions, pension 
funds, private partnerships, foreign investors, sole owners and government housing groups in 
North America, China and Japan. For more information, visit www.PinnacleAMS.com. 
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